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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT RI CHMOND, MARCH 28, 1997

MOTI ON TO REJECT AND PETI TI ON OF

PAYTEL COVMUNI CATI ONS, | NC.

PEOPLES TELEPHONE COMPANY, | NC.

PHON TEL TECHNOLOG ES, | NC., AND

COMVUNI CATI ONS CENTRAL, | NC. CASE NO. PUC970029

For rejection of and investigation

of tariffs filed by Virginia |ocal

exchange carriers pursuant to

§ 276 of the Tel ecomunications Act
of 1996

ORDER AUTHORI ZI NG | NTERI M RATES
AND | NI TI ATI NG | NVESTI GATI ON

On March 21, 1997, PayTel Communications, Inc. ("PayTel "),
Peopl es Tel ephone Conpany ("Peopl es Tel ephone”), Phon Tel
Technol ogies, Inc. ("Phon Tel"), and Conmuni cations Central,
Inc. ("Communications Central") (collectively, the "Payphone
Service Providers") filed their notion to reject tariffs filed
by various Virginia | ocal exchange conpanies ("LECs"), and
seeking an investigation of the rates proposed in those tariffs
for basic payphone services. The notion and petition filed by
t he payphone service providers and the various tariffs filed by
the LECs result fromthe requirenments of § 276 of the

Tel econmuni cations Act of 1996 ("Act"), 47 U S.C. 8§ 276, and


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

orders issued by the Federal Comrunications Conm ssion ("FCC')in
CC Docket No. 96-128.°

Anmong ot her things, the Report and Order, and Order on
Reconsi deration, directed LECs to file intrastate tariffs, on or
before January 15, 1997, to be effective on or before April 15,
1997, for basic payphone services. Such tariffs nust be (1) cost
based, (2) consistent with the requirenents of 8 276 of the Act
and (3) non-discrimnatory. (See Order on Reconsideration at
Par agr aph 163)

The Report and Order, and Order on Reconsideration, have
been appealed to the U S. Crcuit Court of Appeals for the
District of Colunbia, but that Court has issued no stay or other
order concerning the effectiveness of the two orders.

The petition and notion specifically address tariffs filed
by Bell Atlantic-Virginia, Inc. ("BA-VA'), GIE South
I ncorporated ("GIE"), United Tel ephone- Sout heast, Inc.

("United") and Central Tel ephone Conpany of Virginia ("Centel").
The petition and notion note that GIE withdrew its proposed
tariff. GIE refiled its tariffs on March 27, 1997, with an
effective date of April 15, 1997. In addition, proposed tariffs

have been filed by Cifton Forge-Wynesboro Tel ephone Conpany

Y1 | npl enentation of the Pay Tel ephone Reclassification and Conpensation
Provi si ons of the Tel ecomruni cati ons Act of 1996, CC Docket No. 96-128,
Report Order, FCC Order No. 96-388 (Rel eased Septenber 20, 1996) (hereafter
"Report and Order"); and Order on Reconsideration, FCC Order No. 96-439
(Rel eased Novenber 8, 1996) (hereafter "Order on Reconsideration").



("CFW) and TDS subsi diaries, Anelia Tel ephone Conpany
("Anmelia"), New Castle Tel ephone Conpany ("New Castle"), and
Virgi nia Tel ephone Conpany.

Havi ng considered the petition and notion, the Act, the
Report and Order, and Order on Reconsideration, and the various
tariff filings, the Comm ssion finds that this matter should be
docketed, that the tariff filings should be investigated, that
the proposed rates which are allowed to take effect should be
interimand subject to refund and that comments shoul d be
invited. Allowing these tariffs to take effect in no way
i ndicates or inplies conpliance wwth 8 276 of the Act or with
the FCC s orders in CC Docket No. 96-128. Accordingly,

I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED

(1) This matter is docketed and assigned Case No.

PUC970029.

(2) The proposed payphone tariffs of BA-VA GIE South,
GIE- Contel, United, Centel, CFW Anelia, New Castle,
and Virginia Tel ephone Conpany nmay take effect as
proposed subject to investigation and refund if the
Commi ssion ultimately determ nes that different rates
shoul d be i nposed.

(3) BA-VA may not inplenment any of its proposed tariff

revisions that violate its Plan for Alternative

Regul ati on, Paragraphs 6 or 7.



(4) On or before April 30, 1997, interested parties my
respond to the petition and notion and to the various tariff
filings. Such comrents may address any matter deened pertinent
pursuant to the Act or Virginia statutes. At a mninum they
shoul d address whet her and how these tariffs neet the
requi rements of the Act and the FCC

(5) Each LEC shall maintain detailed billing accounts for
the interimrates authorized to take effect. Such accounts shal
be used to rebill custoners in the event the Comm ssion
ultimately approves different rates.

(6) No provisions in these tariffs that would increase
rates of existing custonmers may take effect until further order
of the Comm ssion.

(7) The $0.25 coin rate for local calls and other
applicable local and intrastate rates to the public will remain

tariffed and regul ated by the Conmm ssion.



